INCREDIBLE OBTUSENESS

by the anticipation of so sumptuous a course, he
rashly trusted his body to an unworthy branch,
and the next moment, notwithstanding his un-
ceasing protects to the protecting Powers, he
was impetuously deposited within this hollow
trunk."

"Not unreasonably is it %iid.' A bird in the soup
is better than an eagle's nest in the desert,1"
exclaimed Hien. " The pursuit of a fair and lofty
object is set about with hidden pitfalls to others
beyond you, 0 noble Chief Examiner! By what
nimble - witted act of adroitness is It now your
enlightened purpose to extricate yourself?"
' At this admittedly polite but in no way inspir-
ing question a silence of a very amte intensity
seemed to fall on that part of the forest. The
mild and inscrutable expression of Hien\s face
did not vary, but into Fa Fei's eyes there came
an unexpected but not altogether disapproving
radiance, while, without actually altering, the
appearance of the tree encircling Tkang-li's form
undoubtedly conveyed the impression that the
benevolent smile which might hitherto have been
reasonably assumed to exist within had been
abruptly withdrawn.

"Your meaning is perhaps well-intentioned,
gracious Hien," said Thang-li at length, "but as
an offer of disinterested assistance your words
lack the gong-like clash of spontaneous enthu-
siasm, Nevertheless, if you will inconvenience
yourself to the extent of climbing this not really
difficult tree for a short distance you will be able
to grasp some outlying portion of this one's body
without any excessive fatigue/'

" Mandarin," replied Hien, " to touch even the
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